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One way this will happen is by ensuring our students 
take the M-STEP very seriously and give 100% effort.  
While some students have test anxiety, I find in my 
experience we have far more students who breeze 
through the test without giving their best effort. We 
will be encouraging students to give their best effort 
and will be offering rewards for students who improve 
their M-STEP scores from last year. Students received 
a 4,3,2, or 1 last year in each content area (4 being the 
best). Any student who improves at least one level in 
each content area will receive a pretty generous 
reward.  These rewards will take place on June 9th 
and are as follows. 

Student raises at least 1 level in ELA 
Students will receive 2 hours of “fun time”. While the 
final list of activities is still in the works, we will be 
renting inflatables to put outside as well as opening 
the gym for students to take part in several activities. 
Students will also be given snacks and refreshments.  

Student raises at least 1 level in MATH 
Students will receive a pizza party in the cafeteria. 
This party will be accompanied by a full-length movie 
on the big screen. Students may bring in pillows, 
games, electronics and other quiet activities to play 
while they gorge on pizza and ice cream.  

Students who go up at least 1 level in Math AND 
ELA?  These students will receive BOTH rewards!   

Please note that any student who had a 4 (highest 
level) last year will earn the reward simply by staying 
at a level 4. You can’t get higher than that!  

The schedule for M-STEP testing will look a little 
different on these testing days and is included in this 
newsletter. The important thing is that students will 
be able to stay with their 1st hour teacher to take the 
test. This will help them feel more comfortable during 
the testing window. Additionally, we will be utilizing 
the CFI and Zemmer computer labs (in addition to our 
own) to ensure we have all of our students tested in 
an efficient manner.  

Welcome back after a nice long 
spring break! Hopefully our 
students were able to recharge a 
bit as we begin the homestretch 
of the school year. March was a 
great month that included a 
Spirit Week, a round of 
Parent/Teacher conferences, 
Laser Tag in the gym for 
outstanding citizenship students, 
and the start of Spring Sports. 
April is a pretty relaxed month 
as far as events go, but things 
pick up as we get into May.  

The beginning of May is a very 
important time here at RW 
because it is when our students 
will be taking the M-STEP test.  
The M-STEP is a 21st Century 
test given primarily online each 
spring and is designed to gauge 
how well students are mastering 
state standards.  It took over for 
the MEAP a couple years ago 
and students are tested in ELA, 
Math, and Science (in 7th 
grade).  Most of the school 
rankings and scores you will see 
are largely based on this assess-
ment.  At Murphy Elementary 
where I was principal for the 
past three years, the staff and 
students were able to attain 
“Reward School” status.  This 
label was given to the school 
because it ranked in the top 5% 
of schools as far as achievement 
improvement. I feel we have 
that same opportunity at 
Rolland-Warner to become a 
reward school this year as well.  

 

 

What Can Parents Do to Help 
with the M-STEP?  
Make sure students are in school on 
days we will be administering the M-
STEP.  If you can avoid making 
doctors’ appointments on these days, 
it is greatly appreciated.  The dates 
for testing are as follows:  

 6th Grade 
May 3rd through the 5th.  

 7th Grade 
May 1st and 2nd as well as  
May 8th through the 10th.  

Make sure students get a good night’s 
sleep and eat breakfast (either here 
or at home) on days they are testing.  

Encourage your child to give his or 
her best effort. The only thing worse 
than spending 4 to 6 hours testing 
over the course of a few days is to 
spend time testing and not trying. 
That’s a waste of time and doesn’t 
help anybody.  

These test scores are important not 
just because the State of Michigan 
places so much emphasis on them, 
but because we use the results to 
help guide instruction and tailor 
educational plans for students. If we 
aren’t getting accurate information 
from them we will struggle to 
improve our instruction to improve in 
areas that need it the most.  

http://rw.lapeerschools.org/
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   Counselor’s Corner: M-Step is fast approaching! 
 

   Student Handbook Notes 
 

Each month an area of the student handbook will be highlighted. The full student handbook can be 
found under the “Parents & Students” tab on our website at http://rw.lapeerschools.org/  

Page 80 - “Cyberbullying” 

Any electronic communication that is intended or that a reasonable person would know is 
likely to harm one or more pupils either directly or indirectly by doing any of the following: 

i. substantially interfering with educational opportunities, benefits or programs; 
ii. adversely affecting a student's ability to participate in or benefit from educational 

programs or activities by placing a student in reasonable fear of physical harm or by 
causing substantial emotional distress; 

iii. having an actual and substantial detrimental effect on a student's physical or mental 
health; or 

iv. causing substantial disruption in, or substantial interference with, the orderly operation 
of the school. 

Social media is increasingly becoming an area of problems for many students. We encourage parents 
to have conversations with your son or daughter about what types of behaviors are acceptable when 
they are communicating through text or social media. It can also be a good idea to monitor electronic 
device usage for evidence of both bullying and being bullied as well as signs that they are reading 
inappropriate material. Cellphones and electronic devices are great for many reasons, but with the 
positives comes plenty of negatives that we need to keep our eyes on.  

 

Washington DC Trip 
Fundraising News 
Little Ceasars Pizza Kit 
Fundraiser went out April 
10, and are due on April 
28, 2017, during lunches.   
Please ensure the order 
forms are totaled prior to 
sending in or your child 
will be totaling during 
lunches to turn in.  The 
crew entering orders only 
looks the totals!   
Delivery of the product will 
occur on May 9, 2017 from 
3-5 ONLY!  Please be 
prompt as that time of the 
year the temperatures 
rising and your product 
will thaw rapidly!   

Trip News 
A waitlist has been formed 
for the DC trip with four 
buses being filled!  If your 
child is on the waitlist be 
prepared to pay up to the 
current amount if they are 
moved from the waitlist to 
going, as individuals move 
or drop.  If you are 
waitlisted and have 
fundraised that amount 
will be applied to the next 
payment, not initial. 

Here are some tips to make sure your 
student(s) are ready: 

Test Day Strategies 
 DO read the directions for all parts of the test 

carefully before you do anything else. 
Directions may change for different sections. If 
you have questions, ask them before the test 
begins. 

 DO read the question all the way through 
before starting. Look to see if the test gives 
away some answers. 

 DO re-read the directions after you finish 
making sure you did everything that was asked. 

 DO look over your answers to make sure that 
you haven’t made any silly mistakes. 

 DO get a good night sleep the night before. 
 DO eat a well-balanced breakfast the morning 

of your testing. 

Does your student suffer from test 
anxiety?  Here are some tips to help 
them: 

What is test anxiety? 
 Test anxiety is a worry or fear caused 

by having to take tests. Building your 
test-taking skills can help you reduce 
test anxiety. 

How to control test anxiety? 
 Think positively! Replace negative 

thoughts with positive ones. For 
example, replace, “I could never study 
enough for this test” with “I have a lot 
to study, but I can do it!” 

 Imagine yourself calm and in control. 
 Eat healthy the day of the test. 
 Use relaxation techniques like taking a 

long breath and breathing out slowly. 

Students will need headphones for the MSTEP, please send your student with theirs if at all possible. 
We will provide a limited number of headphones, so your contribution will help. 
 

http://rw.lapeerschools.org/
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   Special Thank You! 

 

   Rolland-Warner PAC Meetings 
 

  Substitute Teachers Needed 
 

The building has monthly PAC meetings which is an opportunity 
for parents to meet with the principal and talk about various 
things including curriculum, building vision, and the overall 
direction of RW moving forward.  

Listed below is our next scheduled meeting dates.  
We start at 9:30am in our conference room.  

 April 12th  
 May 10th  
 June 14th  

Attention Parents!  Are you or anyone you 
know looking for a flexible day job?  
Consider being a Substitute Teacher.  Minimum 
educational requirement is 90 Credit Hours towards 
a Bachelors Degree. Select the district and school 
building in which you want to work.  Choose the 
days you are available. Pay Ranges from about $65-
$85 per day.  

Interested?  Go to www.subpass.com and 
complete the online application and the free online 
training modules at gcntraining.com. Check out our 
web site.  

Questions? 866-782-7277 

Thank you to all our parents 
and grandparents who 
volunteered in March to help 
out with our Book Fair.  

Your assistance freed up our 
librarians to tend to their 
normal duties and allowed 
students plenty of time to stop 
by and purchase books to read.  

 

April/May 
Mark Your Calendar 
 April 14 

No School Good Friday 
 April 17 

No School for Year-
Round (Traditional has 
school as a make-up day 
for snow days) 

 May 1 & 2 

7th Grade Science  
M-STEP Testing 

 May 3 
5th– 6th Grade  
M-STEP Testing 

 May 8-10 
7th Grade M-STEP 
Testing  

 May 26-29 
No School  
Memorial Day Break 

 June 9 
M-STEP Reward Day 

 June 14 
Full Day Final Exams 

 June 15 & 16 
Early Release Final 
Exams 

Don’t Forget!  
All traditional students DO 
have school on Monday, 
April 17th.  Although this 
was originally scheduled as 
a day off it was 
rescheduled as a school 
day because we went over 
our allotted amount of 
snow days.  
Year-Round Students do 
NOT have school on this 
day. They were on 
intersession during the last 
snow day and therefore 
are NOT over on days.  
 

Laser Tag  
– PBIS Event  
Students that had no tardies, 
no missing work, and no 
behavior referrals were invited 
to play laser tag and volleyball 
in the gym for their entire 
IConnect on Thursday, March 
16th!  The students were 
awesome with over 550 
students enjoying a great time 
together!  Congratulations to 
those that met those high 
expectations and we hope to 
have even more at our next 
event! 
 
Student Council 
Leadership Trip – LOC 
Student council members will 
be going to the Sleeping Bear 
Dunes to the Leelanau Outdoor 
Center for leadership and 
teambuilding activities for four 
days May 22-25.  Final payment 
and paperwork are due May 5.  
Please encourage these 
students to share the things 
they learn while up there! 
 

Box Tops 
The class collecting the most 
box tops (859) and winning the 
pizza party was… Ms. Burris!  
Congrats and thanks for helping 
out a great cause! 
 
Athletics Update 
Spring Season athletics include 
track (6th-8th grade), baseball 
(7th & 8th) and softball (7th & 
8th).  Visit lapeerlightning.com 
for schedules so you can 
support the athletes! 
 
Student Council 
Valentine’s Dance  
Thank you to all the 
chaperones, staff and parents, 
for being at our Valentine’s 
Dance!  Your participation 
ensures a fun safe night for our 
students and is much 
appreciated! 
 

http://www.subpass.com/
http://www.gcntraining.com/
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2017 Rolland-Warner M-Step Schedule 
 Monday 

May 1 
Tuesday 
May 2 

Wednesday 
May 3 

Thursday 
May 4 

Friday 
May 5 

Monday 
May 8 

Tuesday 
May 9 

Wednesday 
May 10 

9:45-12:15 
7th Grade 
Science 

Testing in 
Building 
During 
Science 

Class  
 

PLTW Tests 
at CFI 

7th Grade 
Science 

Testing in 
Building 
During 
Science 

Class  
 

PLTW Tests 
at CFI 

6th ELA  
(w/1st hour) 
1st hour 7th 

6th Math  
(w/1st hour) 
1st hour 7th 

6th Math CA  
(w/1st hour) 
1st hour 7th 

7th ELA  
(w/1st hour) 
1st hour 6th 

7th Math 
(W/1st hour) 
1st hour 6th 

7th Math CA 
(w/1st hour) 
1st hour 6th 

12:15-1:00 Lunches Lunches Lunches Lunches Lunches Lunches 
1:00-1:15 Bus returns Bus Returns Bus Returns Bus returns Bus returns Bus returns 
1:20-2:10 4th hour 2nd hour 

(1:20-2:40) 
4th hour 2nd hour  

(1:20-2:40) 
4th hour 2nd hour 

(1:20-2:40) 

2:15-3:05 5th hour 3rd hour 
(2:50-4:05) 

 

5th hour 3rd hour  
(2:50-4:05) 

5th hour 3rd hour 
(2:50-4:05) 

3:10-4:05 6th hour 6th hour  6th hour  
 

 

6th Grade Teachers  
Wednesday, May 3 

6th Grade ELA 
9:45 to 12:15 

Thursday, May 4 
6th Grade Math  
9:45 to 12:15  

Friday, May 5 
6th Grade Math PT 

9:45 to 12:15 
  Bean (100) CFI  CFI CFI 

Eaton (D-138) RW RW RW 

Heath (102) CFI CFI CFI 

Hoggard (117) CFI CFI CFI 

Hundt (D-136) RW RW RW 

R. Johnson (B-116) Zemmer Zemmer Zemmer 

Lothrop  (118) CFI CFI CFI 

Myers (D-129) RW RW RW 

Ward (119) CFI CFI CFI 

Ward II (Bjork) (120) CFI CFI CFI 

Brusie (121) CFI CFI CFI 

Ewald (F-104) Zemmer Zemmer Zemmer 

 

 

7th Grade Teachers 
Monday, May 8 

7th Grade ELA 
9:45 to 12:15 

Tuesday, May 9 
7th Grade Math  
9:45 to 12:15  

Wednesday, May 10 
7th Grade Math PT 

9:45 to 12:15 
K.Johnson (100) CFI CFI CFI 

Miller (D-138) RW RW RW 

Becker (B-116) Zemmer Zemmer Zemmer 

Castillo (102) CFI CFI CFI 

Fisher (117) CFI CFI CFI 

Furneaux (D-136) RW RW RW 

Gannon (120) CFI CFI CFI 

Monroe (D-129) RW RW RW 

Jackowski (119) CFI CFI CFI 

D.Johnson (F-104) Zemmer Zemmer Zemmer 

Lothrop (118) CFI CFI CFI 

Prill (C-109) Zemmer Zemmer Zemmer 

Ratliff (120) CFI CFI CFI 
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